
 

The Rhetorical Précis Summary Rubric 
 

 
This document contains sensitive, confidential, and trade secret information and may not be disclosed to third parties without the prior written consent of Christopher Lawrence Hazeltine 

4  3 

2  1 

The writer of this summary is: Masterful 
• Main idea of text is clearly communicated.  There 

is a logical, orderly progression of ideas and strong 

connection between ideas that make the writing 

flow. 

• Accurate information from the text. 

• Vocabulary is clearly appropriate for the audience 

and the purpose. 

• Author writes in their own words to create a 

summary that includes great word choice. 

• Exceptionally easy to read, neat printing, correct 

paragraph formatting, and few, if any conventional 

errors. 
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Y               N:______ 
Inadequate 

Correct Format means: 
• Four (4) sentences only, no more or less. 

• Computer printed, not hand-written. 

• Author, text title, and date are present. 

 

The writer of this summary is: Competent 
• Main idea of the text is clear.  There is an adequate 

progression of ideas, in a logical order.  There are 

adequate connections between and among ideas. 

• Accurate information from the text. 

• Vocabulary is generally appropriate for the 

audience and the purpose. 

• Author writes in their own words. 

• Easy to read, neat printing, minor formatting 

issues, and 1-2 conventional errors. 

 

 

The writer of this summary is: Aware 
• Main idea of the text may be somewhat unclear of 

the focus may be insufficient.  The ideas are in 

random order and/or the progression of ideas is 

uneven.  The connections between and among 

ideas is inconsistent. 

• There is some correct and accurate information 

from the text. 

• Vocabulary is uneven or somewhat ineffective for 

the audience and the purpose. 

• Author uses a few sentences that sound too similar 

to the text and not enough of their own words. 

• Difficult to read, inconsistent quality of printing, 

many formatting issues, and 3-4 conventional 

errors. 

Feedback: The writer of this summary is: Ineffective 
• Main idea may be confusing or ambiguous.  

Frequent irrelevant ideas may be evident.  The 

ideas do not have a logical order and appear 

disconnected. 

• No information from the text. 

• Vocabulary is limited or ineffective for the 

audience and the purpose. 

• Author does not use their own words.  Strong 

evidence of plagiarism. 

• Hard to read, messing printing, poor formatting 

issues, and 5- or more conventional errors. 

 


